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Friends of Leadbeater's Possum Inc    Members Update  July 2013 Hello Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum members,
 
 
It has been an extremely busy past few months for the Committee of Friends of Leadbeater's Possum and our active supporters. Other environmental groups such as MyEnvironment, Knitting Nannas of Toolangi, Healesville Environment Watch Inc (HEWI), Warburton Environment and The Wilderness Society of Victoria (TWS) have all been working incredibly hard to raise the issues of Leadbeater's Possum with the state and federal government and inform the populous about the issues in striving to save our state faunal emblem from extinction by VicForests logging operations! I will summarise our activities to give you an overview of what the current state of play is, however I encourage you all to visit our website regularly for the most recent news (newspaper, TV, journal articles) and to keep up to the minute with the group's activities. www.leadbeaters.org.au 
 
Facebook and Twitter have also become a hive of activity for current environmental news and views - and as much as most of us find it a time consuming, addictive form of social media - it is well and truly proving its worth in keeping people connected locally and  around the world with all the environmental news. 
Our Facebook page is Leadbeaters Possum (we had to leave off the apostrophe as that page name was already taken!!) and Twitter account is @leadbeaterspossum.
 
Behind the scenes our committee members are regularly in the forests participating in coupe surveys, lobbying business organisations, government departments and officials who are making decisions about the future of our forests. Submissions are written and sent to VicForests, the Auditor General, Federal and State Ministers on behalf of FLBP. Media releases are sent out to update the press on what is happening in the forests and some good relationships have been forged with the reporters. We also contribute to other environmental newsletters and group discussions. Committee members are also often in attendance at various meetings, community protests, parliamentary sitting days and of course in the very recent Supreme Court hearings. FLBP has been invited to sit on the LBP Recovery Team once again - you may recall Professor David Lindenmayer resigned from it last year due to the inaction of the state government on the issue. 
 
EDUCATION PROGRAM
 
The Education Program continues to be a popular part of the groups activities and both Steve Meacher and Sue Bendel have undertaken presentations to a number of schools and community groups. 
 
Sue spoke to the Warringal Conservation Society (Bass River) on 2nd May and received a donation for FLBP - Bass River is where LBPs were first discovered! 
Also in May Steve spoke to 85 Tinternvale Primary School students and they made the cute LBP ribbons (our second visit to this school). He also took a group of 30 University students on an ecological tour through the Toolangi State Forest. 
 
Sarah Cole from Emerald for Sustainability borrowed our large FLBP information banners for the whole of May to have on display in the Emerald Library as part of their Endangered Species public education month.
 
Macclesfield Primary School has been involved in the Healesville Sanctuary community education program “Love Your Locals” this year. They focussed their study on Leadbeater’s Possum and one of their Grade 6 students, 11 year old Mieke Florisson, wrote a wonderful children’s story book “Lunar the Leadbeater’s Possum” which was published in hard and soft copy! FLBP were invited to help launch the book at the Emerald Library and Steve Meacher did the honours. The event was also a community information day and fundraiser for FLBP. Children made our LBP masks and finger puppets at the event. Plants had been purchased from the Yellingbo Nursery and were sold to attendees for their gardens. They raised well over $1,000 on the day, and we thank them for their fabulous support! Contact the school if you are interested in obtaining a copy of Mieke’s book.
 

 
 
 
 
In June Pam was invited to give a briefing to the new business Leadbeater Eco Tours new guides on the history and issues surrounding LBPs. Healesville Sanctuary kindly provided the venue. www.leadbeaterecotours.com.au
 
Meanwhile Steve led a group of Buxton Primary School students and teachers on a Leadbeater’s Possum study tour of the Toolangi State Forest and then presented at a follow up Parents Science Night for the school. Like Maccelsfield PS, Buxton too had been involved in the “Love Your Locals” program and had chosen LBPs as their special animal. Steve was back in the forests again later that month with the crew from Sea Shepherd who were interested in learning more about the issues around logging of native forests.
 
George, our taxidermied Leadbeater’s Possum has also had a hectic month - visiting schools, protesting near logging coupes, meeting Federal Environment Minister Tony Burke and being on display at both the Emerald Library for the book launch and Healesville Library during the week of World Environment Day! He has certainly been earning his keep lately! 
 
 
   George watching his habitat disappear
 
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES
 
On 4th June Pam and Steve were invited to attend a very swish night  at the Zoos Victoria inaugural Hall of Fame dinner at Melbourne Zoo. Apart from the delicious food, it provided an opportunity to network and discuss with some of the HS staff the new Lake Mountain Leadbeater’s Possums display in the renovated Nocturnal House. DEPI has refused to allow the rescued LB possums to be returned to their former habitat at Lake Mountain - despite some more small colonies having been discovered recently - and so they are to be kept in captivity (but not for breeding) for the rest of their lives. We are hoping that some of the footage from the three years of supplementary feeding by FLBP members may be included in the interpretation video display. It was wonderful to see Kevin Mason being recognised for his lifetime of working for wildlife when he was inducted into their Hall of Fame for his contribution as an employee since he was 16yo and now that he is retired, as a volunteer at Healesville Sanctuary. Kevin was a keeper when he was involved with the first captive breeding program for Leadbeater’s Possum.
 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY - 5th June
 
The following day was another trip to Melbourne for the “Think Outside the Block” World Environment Day protest in the city to support TWS - alerting city folk to the forest destruction occurring on their own doorstep. FLBP Committee member Steve Meacher addressed the large crowd about the Toolangi VicForest logging issues and the effects it is having on both the LBPs and the families who survived the 2009 fires. It was very well supported by the passersby - one gentleman from Sth America stopped to take my photo holding up a protest sign to send to his daughter back home. He passionately discussed the same forest destruction issues they are facing.
 
 
 
  Steve Meacher at World Environment Day    
 
On June 12th the then Federal Minister for the Environment Tony Burke visited Emerald to meet locals in a Question and Answer session. Committee Members Pam, Sue and Steve attended and had the opportunity to talk to the Minister about LBPs before he started his presentation. George, the well travelled taxidermied LBP also met Mr Burke and prompted him to tell us that he had asked the EPBC Scientific Committee to urgently consider the application to up list LBPs to critically endangered. We are still waiting for news on that... Steve was also able to present the Minister with a personal invitation to come and open the Kalatha Giant Tree boardwalk in the Toolangi forest on 28th July (National Tree Day). This invitation has since been re-issued to the new Minister for the Environment Mark Butler! 
 
The Age newspaper published an article about VicForests financials on 18th June based upon the investigative report produced by Steve Meacher in collaboration with the Australian Conservation Foundation. You can read it on our website under Latest News. This was the culmination of many months of detailed work delving into the cash flows of this so-called sustainable timber industry. 
The report: An assessment of VicForest’s Finances – NEAS – Final  
 
SUPREME COURT APPEAL - 24th June
 
MyEnvironment -v- VicForests
This was always going to be a huge day for Leadbeater’s Possums future... the court room was overflowing...more than 60 supporters of our possum attended the hearing...and 5 VicForests employees or lawyers! The doors were left open so those standing outside had a chance to listen to the proceedings. People sat on the floor and leaned on the walls just so they could be a part of the day. 
 
Julian Burnside QC represented MyEnvironment in their appeal, and they couldn’t have asked for a better legal spokesperson. Ewan Waller QC represented VF again, and seemed a little intimidated on the day... or perhaps he hadn’t slept well the night before! 
 
Three judges sat on the bench and they listening intently and asked intelligent questions of the lawyers. The court documentation was massive - 7 huge folders of information for each judge and lawyer to wade through - and they were the summary of the original court case! 
 
The decision will take many weeks to come through as the justices consider their verdict. If the appeal is upheld then it could have major ramifications for the continuance of clearfell logging in the native forests of the Central Highlands. 
 
Thank you to all of those who supported MyEnvironment in their fundraising appeal - it wouldn’t have been possible to even consider appealing the original decision without the funding. We will keep you posted.
 
 
 
 The next day Zoos Victoria’s CEO Jenny Gray had invited FLBP and other key stakeholders to participate in an information gathering session meeting to discuss LBPs and current forestry practices to enable her to be better informed when she attends the newly formed state government Round Table on Leadbeater’s Possum. It was a worthwhile day and we wait to see what may eventuate from our proposals.
 
LOGGING NEWS
 
In the meantime the Victorian Parliament passed the legislation on the Sustainable Forestry Timber Act which locks in 20 year contracts for clearfell logging in the Central Highlands and ‘puts the fox in charge of the hen house’. VicForests will no longer have to go through DEPI (DSE) to get approval for their coupes, they will be self regulating - and we all know how well that works! 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubPDocs.nsf/b58548f7c4833db5ca256dac007d6713/E39431A4EAC1EE40CA257B9600468FD4/$FILE/13NP130.doc
 
Just this week VF has notified the public through the local paper that they will be commencing the logging of yet another coupe on Mount St Leonard. This site is yet another contentious coupe on the western face of Mount St Leonard and, as such, the announcement is likely to engender substantial ongoing community outrage and opposition.
 
The coupe, known as 'Rusty' abuts the northern boundary of Leo's Foot and completes the chain of clearfelled forest that extends from South End coupe on Monda Road, across Sylvia Creek Road and Coles Creek Road, to the Yea River. Within the boundary of the coupe there are records of Leadbeater's Possum and the Eastern Pigmy Possum, as indicated on the attached map generated on the DSE's Biodiversity Interactive website. The coupe encompasses an ANU research site!
 
When the coupe was created in 2010, VicForests received a number of submissions, including one from Friends of Leadbeater's Possum that included a specific objection to logging on this site. All those submissions were over-ruled and the coupe was added regardless to the Timber Release Plan in August 2010.
 
During community action to resist the destruction of Leo's Foot coupe in 2012 it was understood that Rusty had been removed from VicForests' plans (though it remained on the TRP) due to is importance as the catchment area for the water supply for the Potato Research Station on Myers Creek Road. There is a water channel/pipe of heritage significance within the coupe. It now seems that understanding was in error and possibly the result of deliberate misinformation.
 
 
 
  In an attempt to alleviate some of the community pressure on themselves VicForests has now hired the services of a Public Relations firm called Futureye. (Our taxes at work again!) VicForests initially contacted individuals by email to ask them to consider talking through the issues and concerns of the residents in the Toolangi forests region, but when they were told that VF intended to log Rusty regardless all thoughts of participating were withdrawn. Futureye has now resorted to sending Tweets to individuals instead.
 
An area greater than 100 MCG’s of forest has been logged in Toolangi in the past 6 months!  
NEW MERCHANDISE
 
We are indeed very fortunate to have renowned wildlife artists Elizabeth Cogley as one of our committed FLBP members. Liz has recently donated yet another of her stunning paintings for us to reproduce as a canvas print to raise funds to enable our work to continue. It will be available through our website as well as at our occasional field events. It is smaller than the other two paintings we have previously reproduced and would make a lovely gift for a friend or yourself! 
It is entitled “Lake Mountain Leadbeater’s” and costs $70 plus $10 postage.
 
 
 
 
EVENTS COMING UP!
 
13th July - 1st August  
“Forests Exposed” - an exhibition of confronting art, words and events, exposing what we are doing to our state forests - Warburton Upper Yarra Arts Centre. Brought to you by Warburton Environment and My Environment Opening event - 'Forests Exposed' fundraiser exhibition - Saturday 13th July 4pm
There will be guest speakers, performance art, storytelling, and silent auction. Your ticket includes entry, entertainment, finger food and one drink (beer, wine, juice). The bar will be open.  $20 Full/$15 Con. Bookings: http://www.trybooking.com/DBTM
Sunday 28th July 
Kalatha Giant Tree Walk, Toolangi - opening on National Tree Day. This special day will be hosted by Toolangi and District Community House, HEWI and FLBP. We have invited the new Federal Minister for the Environment Mark Butler to open the new boardwalk. Steve Meacher has prepared the 10 interpretive signs for the walk including information on LBPs. More details to come.
 
Looking forward to seeing you in the forests soon!
 
Pam Miskin
President
 
P.S. Apologies for the changes in font size but MailChimp has got the better of me!!
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